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Welcome to Second Sight!
Thank you so much for your support and enthusiasm.

Spring is in the air and early flowers are risking the frosts to brighten up our parks and gardens.
It is time for the annual spring clean and here at HACB we have already started with a new name for our magazine. 

So following our competition to find a new name in the December 2006 issue we are delighted to announce that the winner is Barrie Johnson who very kindly donated his prize, a weekend break at the Bradbury Hotel nr Littlehampton (formerly Honeywood House), to two members of the Andover Branch. 

We can now officially welcome you to “Second 
Sight” which is the first of a few changes we plan to 
brighten our image and get the message out to the 
public that sight impairment doesn’t mean life has to 
close down. As so many of you have said to us – “We’re not stupid, we just can’t see”.

That’s the message we send out all the time; and whether it’s our holiday programme, resource days, 
craft and social clubs, events and outings, the message is clear. 
Sight loss isn’t an end just a beginning and we have hundred of stories from across the county telling us so!

	CHIEF EXECUTIVE’S CORNER




What’s In a Name?

A name carries all sorts of messages - who you are, what you do, how trustworthy you are, even your reputation; and can carry your message a long way.
That is never more apparent than in today’s world where the name you use can really make a difference. For us it means telling more and more people about our work, our services and the real and important needs of sight impaired people living in the county.

For the past two years we’ve been looking at how we present ourselves to the public and how strong our image really is. We asked literally hundreds of people inside and out of the organisation, what they thought and the results have been extremely interesting. They range from “it’s too much of a mouthful” to “we thought you were that bank” 
and the majority said it was time for a change.

So, after a lot of research the Board has come up with a new title, something that will make an impact upon the way we are perceived by the public and really help improve our ability to serve sight impaired people of all ages and abilities.

We’re not throwing away the past either because the new working title will not remove our registered name which will remain the same. In fact because of new laws we have to add the “limited” and registered address to all documentation and correspondence in future and this will continue to appear at the foot of all our documents.

So, it’s welcome to “Open Sight” our new working title which we will be formally launching in May.

Chris Hedges 

Chief Executive
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	NEWSDESK & ANNOUNCEMENTS




 
School Reunion
This information has come to us from Dennis M Edgson, the secretary for the West of England School Association. 
 

This is an association of former pupils, staff and friends of the West of England School for Children with Little or No Sight (previously known as Exeter School for the Blind and West of England School for the Partially Sighted).
 

They are trying to locate former attendees of the school who may be interested in joining their association and are grateful for HACB’s help. 
If you would like us to pass your information on then please contact us at Head office.
  
Feedback

We’ve also put together a new feedback form which enables you to comment upon what we do, pay us compliments if we manage to do it well, as so many of you already say we do, and even complain if not.

The new form will be available to you upon request, just call the office and ask for a CCC form and one will be sent to you. If you prefer your comments can be written down for you by our reception staff.

Outreach Visiting Officers will also have forms available and they will be able to complete them for you.
We value your views and listen to what you say.

Data Verification

Over the next few weeks you should receive a form asking you to confirm the details we hold on our records about you.
If you can, please complete and return the form to Head Office as soon as possible. There are arrangements in place for those who need assistance and in particular for those of you who usually receive Second Sight in its audio form we will be calling you to complete the form over the telephone. 
As you will know there is a great deal of media coverage about “identity theft” and wrongful use of information held about individuals. If you receive one of our forms or a call from a member of staff and you have any concerns at all you can very easily check that it is genuine by simply calling the office. The return envelope supplied with the form is clearly marked with our name and address here at Head Office.
We have a legal duty to check that your details are correct and that you agree to us holding them. We are committed to keep your personal information secure, not share or pass it on without your agreement and not hold on to it for unreasonable lengths of time.

With nearly 5,000 records it may take some time to check everyone’s information so please bear with us but if you haven’t received a form or a call by mid April please let us know. 

Vision 2020

There’s been a lot of press coverage recently about sight loss, with reports about the restrictions placed on medication for AMD conditions.  Research at the University of Southern California has resulted in photosensitive cells being implanted into the retina, offering long term hopes for those with certain conditions. 
Soon there will be more news as we set about constructing & implementing a national plan to develop and make best use of all our vision resources across the country.

The Government has pledged itself to support this plan.

We, as part of Nalsvi (the National Association of Local Societies for the Visually Impaired) will join with our colleagues from around the country to launch Vision 2020 which will bring together the voluntary and community sector, local and central government, health services and the business community to take the initiative forward.

It will take time and a lot of hard work but the prospect of properly managed and resourced services for all people with sight loss conditions is one worth working at.
	WHAT’S ON:

 Activities & Events




Activities Co-ordinator, Robbie Beer, is pleased to announce the following:
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‘Seeing a Healthier Future’
British Blind Sport has recently commenced a new project, funded by the Big Lottery Fund, with the aim to encourage young visually impaired people (11 - 25 years of age) to become more involved in sport and leisure.

 
For this project 4 Regional Development Officers have been appointed to cover various regions of England. The Officer for the South East, (Oxfordshire, Buckinghamshire, Berkshire, Hampshire, Surrey, Kent & Sussex) is Simon Crawford, and his role to consult with young VI people in the region to find which activities they would like to be involved in, and then to make these opportunities possible through linking with mainstream, pan-disability and VI specific clubs and organisations.

 
In order for this project to be successful, however, assistance is required from the young VI people:

· To provide ideas of which activities are of interest, and what they feel are the barriers to participation so that appropriate opportunities can be created;

· To identify interest in potential sports leaders and volunteers for whom training and support can be provided.

 
If you are interested and would like to get involved, please contact Robbie Beer at Head Office on 02380 646 377 to complete a questionnaire and return to Simon or contact him via email simonbbs@hotmail.co.uk or telephone on 07825 506 351.

	DATES FOR YOUR DIARY



	EQUIPMENT DEMONSTRATIONS

Jackie Bell, our Volunteer Demonstrator, visits The Age Concern Resource Centre at 14 Market Parade, Havant regularly to take orders and demonstrate equipment and advise.  The next date for this event is Wednesday 13 June 2007, 10am-1pm.

Please contact Age Concern on 023 92 472 452.

	
	Resource Day - Thursday 19th April 2007 at Gosport Community Association, Thorngate Hall, Bury Road, Gosport PO12 3PX. Doors open at 10am and close at 4pm.  Optelec & Force 10 will be exhibiting a range of CCTV’s, text readers, hand magnifiers, computer software, Text readers and the Looky Portable Magnifier 



Fareham Macular Disease Support Group will be launching an ‘Eye to Eye’ community support desk from Monday 2nd April 2007. Appointments are not necessary as this will be a drop in service and will be available on the first Monday of every month between 10am and 3pm at Fareham Community Action, 5 Osborn Road South, Fareham, 
PO16 7DF.  The service will be provided by 5 trained volunteers led by HACB volunteer Betty Richards and will provide information, support and signposting.

	CANOE CHALLENGE – SPONSORED EVENT

Our Outreach Officer Steve Geary, who is registered blind, raised money for visually impaired people in Hampshire canoeing from Devizes to Westminster, 25 years ago.  Steve intends to repeat this challenge, leaving Devizes on Saturday 14th July 2007 to arrive at Westminster on 21st July 2007, to raise money for us, the largest charity for visually impaired people in Hampshire.  Steve says, “It is 25 years since I last did this, I am a bit nervous this time round & hoping for good weather.”  He will be supported by his colleague Sim Yardley, student & part time employee, who will be guiding. Steve is seeking sponsorship and support in terms of the loan of two kayaks to practise in/use for the trip as well as the loan of campervan to sleep in at night. If you would like to help Steve achieve his goal either with financial sponsorship or loan of equipment, please give him a ring on 02380 646376. We also need voluntary fundraisers to help Steve with activities:  sponsored walk from Devizes to Westminster and reception at Westminster.  If you would like to help Steve achieve his goal by giving some of your time and skills to this project, please contact Debbie Ross, Volunteer Manager on 02380 646378.



	Puzzle Page




Musical Alphabet!

Twenty six clues from A – Z with each answer beginning with the corresponding letter of the alphabet.

Good luck and a big thank you Audrey Taylor of Hayling Island for supplying this edition’s quiz.  (Answers on page: 12)
A  Who set to music T S Elliot’s poems “Cats”?

B  LP Title song from Simon & Garfunkel?

C  Chosen on TV as Maria for “Sound of Music”?

D  Main song from “Evita”?

E  She wanted “An Old Fashioned Millionaire”?

F  Terry Wogan’s greatest (only?) hit?

G  Band leader “Moonlight Serenade”?

H  He sang “Island in the Sun” & “Scarlet Ribbons”?

I   Joe Loss signature Tune?

J  Who sang “Shrimp boats is a-comin’”?

K  Musical based on the “Taming of the Shrew”?

L  Sophie Tuckers’s view of “maturity”?

M  He was Phantom of the Opera & Barnum of the Circus?

N  Who wrote “Mad dogs & English men”?

O  Song Paul Robeson sang in “Showboat”?

P  Two of “The Three Tenors”?

Q  These ‘Champions’ also sang Bohemian Rhapsody?

R  George Gershwin’s best known work?

S  Song from Porgy & Bess?

T  Bing & Grace Kelly duet in “High Society”?

U  Home of Flanagan & Allen?

V  The Forces sweetheart?

W Louis Armstrong’s biggest hit?

X  Latin American band leader?

Y  Song the Beatles wrote for children?

Z  Song Burl Ives sang in a Disney film?

	Leaving a Legacy
 
When deciding what should happen to your estate, you will no doubt want to ensure that your family and special friends are looked after. You may also be considering sharing some of your estate with a charity which has supported you or perhaps is working in an area which you hold in high esteem. 
 
Once you are satisfied that your family matters are in order, you may wish to turn your thoughts as to how you can affect the future of others who are experiencing sight loss. There are a number of ways you may wish to support our work for example, firstly through what is known as a Pecuniary Legacy. This is where a gift is made of a specific sum of money. It could be your choice to leave a Residual Legacy which means that once an estate has been distributed according to the Will, what is left after expenses have been paid can be presented to a charity. A third option is to make a Specific Bequest which gifts an antique or item of jewellery to a good cause of your choosing. Finally, there is a Conditional Bequest which is a gift intended for someone else, but which can be paid to an alternative beneficiary should the original beneficiary die before you. 
 
A Will can be adjusted very easily if you change your mind or your family circumstances change. If on the other hand, you don’t have a family to pass your estate to and you fail to leave a Will, your assets automatically pass to the state. Making a Will isn’t expensive but if you don’t have a solicitor, please contact David Watson our Finance Manager on 02380 646 386 who will be able to suggest one near you.
 
Your gift, making an impression
 


READERS LIVES
Right to Read: Children’s lobby of Parliament
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The RNIB has been asking the Government to make books available in all formats so children who have a visual impairment can access them for school work. On 28th March 2007 there was a Children’s Lobby of Parliament. The event was brought to the attention of HACB by Jane James who has a blind son, John, and this is their account of the day. 

“RNIB Right to Read” 

By Jane & John James.

RNIB wrote  explaining about the Right to Read lobby as only 12% of Maths books and 8% of Science books are available in Braille or large print when a child does GCSE’s and only 23% of leisure books are available for VI children to read. I found this so hard to grasp in this day and age. The 
Government says every child matters, but they have clearly not taken into account children with visual problems. When I informed my son about the contents of the letter he also found it a “disgrace " and so much wanted to put this to rights. John is 11 yrs old and like some VI children facts are black and white.
On 28th March we travelled to London.  After going through security we were taken to Westminster Hall where other families from our area were assembled to meet with Mark Oaten MP. One of the children in our group had made a “feely” game for Mark to try (eyes closed no cheating!) Could he find the soft earth or the crinkly moon through touch? No, but it did show him how important feel is when sight is low. People explained SNA’s time spent using the photocopier to enlarge school work when this time should be spent with the child. Why is it so hard to get your favourite book only to be told it maybe out in 18 months, by that time the next edition is out.  Mark took on board what was said and we hoped to have got him back to this campaign – YES! And what was even more positive was he also wanted to bring it local with Hampshire 
Education Authority. 
We  heard talks from Jacqueline Wilson,  author of “Tracey Beaker”, who when she  heard about the problems VI children had accessing her books put into her contract that the books should be available for all to read.  David Blunkett  attended with his guide dog and chatted to children, 
Also, Anne Widdecombe.
After the talks we went exploring and got talking to the guide of Westminster Hall and learned some very interesting facts about the wonderful history.

Going to Westminster to lobby has been an experience we will never forget and fingers crossed we have helped all VI/blind children read their favourite books or do their school work.
A Date to Remember!
April 14th, a day to remember at Netley Club as two of the members share a birthday, Nina Oldenshaw, 81 this year &  Volunteer Gilly Ford, 68.  Happy birthday to Nina and Gilly from all at HACB.

It would also have been Nan Roberts 105th birthday but sadly we have been advised that Nan died during March.

Nan started at the club as a volunteer but as her own sight deteriorated became a member. Nan had said the secret of long life was happiness "I have always been sociable and happy.  I look forward to coming to the club for the happiness and friendship I get when I am here".  Nan had outlived all of her 6 children and had more grand children & great grandchildren that she could count.  Our condolences go to Nan’s many grand children & great grand children.

	 Thank you for contributions to SECOND SIGHT. The next edition will be published in June 2007. If you have any articles of interest, comments or stories for inclusion that you would like to share please call us or alternatively, you can write or e-mail to the addresses on Page 16 by the beginning of May ! We would so love to hear from you.


Petition for the higher rate of Mobility Allowance – Information from Ibby Karbhari

Please visit the link below & let others know who may be interested.  Even if they are not visually impaired, their support can help!
http://petitions.pm.gov.uk/DLAandTheBlind/ 

You will need to enter your name, your address in the UK, and then you will be sent an email with a link to add your signature.

Your support for the petition for the higher rate of mobility can 
help so many people to live a greater independent life and your support is much appreciated.


ALTON - Happy 50th!
Our best wishes go to the volunteers and members of Alton club who are 
Celebrating their 50th year of support for service users in
the Alton area. Our 
congratulations and thanks go to all concerned and hope that you, like us, are looking forward to the next 50 yrs. Keep up the excellent work!
From us all.
	QUIZ ANSWERS




A – Andrew Lloyd Webber
B – Bridge over Troubled 
Waters

C – Connie Fisher

D – Don’t cry for me Argentina

E – Eartha Kitt

F – Floral Dance

G - Glen Miller

H – Harry Belafonte

I – In the Mood

J – Jo Stafford

K – Kiss me Kate

L – Life begins at 40

M – Michael Crawford

N – Noel Coward

O – Ol’ Man River

P – Placido Domingo & Pavarotti

Q – Queen

R – Rhapsody in Blue

S – Summer Time

T – True Love

U – Underneath the Arches

V – Vera Lynn

W – What a Wonderful World

X – Xavier Cugat

Y - Yellow Submarine

Z – Zippady Doo Dah

	Volunteer News

 


URGENT HELP WANTED!

HACB Needs You for the Branches, 

Head Office & Future Events

We have a fantastic group of volunteers who are already  

involved  but we are looking for enthusiastic volunteers who would like to help in specific roles and at HO.  If you are interested please call Debbie Ross at Head Office.
Urgently Required!

Ringwood & Fordingbridge require drivers in the Fordingbridge area to assist club members.

Aldershot requires a Secretary. Please contact Sylvia Bolton 01252 543345.

Are you interested in Football and Cricket?
If so, we are looking for a volunteer to collect, return and escort a visually impaired service user in the Netley Abbey area to watch both Southampton or Eastleigh football teams next season and also the Hampshire Cricket team.  Free entry and a real opportunity to share your opinions on the game afterwards.  Please contact Debbie Ross, 02380 646 381 for more information and to organise a convenient time to meet the service user.
Volunteers for 

Fundraising.
FUNDfinders

The FUNDfinders mascot is a mole because they have such excellent orienteering and organisational abilities and are becoming a firm favourite with the public.

For anyone with extra time on their hands or would like to try something new, or maybe develop new skills, then perhaps joining one of the four FUNDfinder teams may be just what you are seeking. There are different levels of involvement from the highly active to desk-based initiatives. 

1) Amazing Feats Volunteers will take part in Record Breaking attempts, sponsored events and challenges. Not for the feint hearted! 
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(Amazing Feats Volunteer on an environmental challenge.)
2) Events Volunteers will be charged with organising golf days, a Ball and themed picnics for example. 

3) Fundraising Volunteers will be involved with selling goods at car boot sales, Promise Auctions and making crafts. 
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(Events Volunteers on a Treasure Hunt!)
4) Communications Volunteers will create publicity materials, photograph events, make telephone calls and write letters.

These examples are just a small selection of what we are hoping will take place and I’m sure we’ll find something to suit you. We are really keen that some of our youths will get involved and that no one who is visually impaired will be deterred. 

Financing HACB projects and services will be sought through other sources such as government and grant making trust applications. Money raised by FUNDfinders will be spent 

exclusively upon recreational activities, equipment, games, holidays and special experiences for service users.

There will be Induction, training and on-going support so if you have an outgoing nature, enjoy meeting new people, working as a team and interested in joining us please contact Elaine, Robbie or Debbie for more information. 

	ITEMS FOR SALE, SERVICES & SMALL AD’S



1

	Do You Know Someone Who May Like to Receive Second Sight?  A relative, friend, neighbour or colleague?

Let us know & we will contact them to arrange delivery! It’s free to Sight Impaired People.
	
	Free Computer Classes (Supernova) for visually impaired people, Eastleigh Library, Swan Centre. Every Thursday from 10 am to 12 noon.  Call 02380 612 513 to book your place.


[image: image5.png]BritishB/indSport

Registered Charity Number 271500

Providing Sport and Recreation
for Blind and Partially Sighted People




Please note that whilst we are happy to advertise items for sale, we cannot accept responsibility regarding enquiries you may receive in respect of the item(s) you are selling.  Advertisements are placed free of charge but a donation to HACB would be appreciated.

	For Sale – DAYLIGHT STANDARD LAMP with attachments, magnifying glass, chart holder, tray. £75 ono (Cost £160 last year) Contact Margaret on 01590 671036.
	Obituary – we are saddened to report the recent loss of Doreen Feltham of Winchester club and we send our condolences to her family and friends.


	Would you prefer a different format?
Second Sight is available on tape, CD, Braille and 

by e-mail or listen on-line at our website.   

For more details please contact us.

	HOW TO CONTACT US




	Direct Dial Numbers for Head Office Staff:

Resource Centre (Glenda Phillips)           - 02380 646 372

Activities Co-Ordinator (Robbie Beer)    - 02380 646 377

Branches & Volunteers (Debbie Ross)    - 02380 646 381

Outreach Team (Steve Geary)                - 02380 646 376

Fundraising (Elaine Bellamy)

           - 02380 646 387
If the person you wish to contact is not shown on this list then please continue to call the main switchboard between 11.00am and 4.30pm Mondays or 9.00am and 4.30pm Tuesday to Friday for assistance.  The Resource Centre is open between 11.00am and 3.00pm Mondays and 10.00am and 3.00pm Tuesday to Friday.


	Hampshire Association for the Care of 
the Blind Ltd(HACB)

25 Church Road, Bishopstoke,EASTLEIGH,SO50 6BL

E-mail us on: info@hacb.org.uk 
Tel. 02380 64 12 44

Or Visit our Website at: www.hacb.org
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